
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
309 So. Jackson Avenue 
Montgomery Alabama 

I May 
‘956 

Dr. M. L. King Jr. 

Dear M. L. 

I am writing you in behalf of an organization that is being formed here, that 
will be know as, “KING FOR PRESIDENT OF THE NATL. BAPTIST CONVEN- 
TION ING.”, If you will accept the same. 

If you will accept there is and will not be any strings attached, such as, signing 
papers or nothing else. All we want is for you to give us the go signal. 

We feel that you are the only one that can or keep the convention from split- 
ting. Secondly, you are the type of man that we need to lead us to “VICTORY” 
because you depend on God to lead you. 

I would like to hear from you at once on this matter for we want to set up such 
organizations in every state. 

Your Classmate 
[signed] Rev. Earl E. Nance Sr. 
Rev. Earl E. Nance 

E .E.N. /mw 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 91. 

To Roy Wilkins 

I May 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King expresses appreciation fw the NAACP? agreement, conJimed in Wilkins S 12 

April letter to King to provide legal and$nancial support fm three court cases: Kings 
trial and appeal, Rosa Parks S appeal, and the Browder v. Gayle federal lawsuit. 

Mr. Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
20  West 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. Wilkins: 

This is just a note to follow up our recent telephone conversation. As I said to 
you the other day, the whole Executive Board of The Montgomery Improvement 
Association is deeply gratified to know of the support that the National Office 243 
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consented to give for our struggle. All of the offers that were made concern- 
ing the three legal matters are satisfactory to us. I assure you that this will go a 
long, long way in lifting the legal burden that we confront. Moreover, this deep 
spirit of cooperation from the NAACP will give us renewed courage and vigor to 
carry on. 

We are quite conscious of our dependence on the NAACP. I have said to our 
people all along that the great victories of the Negro have been gained through 
the assiduous labor of the NAACP. As time goes on, and the problems which we 
confront move toward some point of solution, you may rest assured that we will 
turn all of the support that we possibly can to the NAACP. My church has just 
taken out a life membership in the NAACP, and I am urging other churches in 
our community to do likewise. Again, let me thank you for this very fine response. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKb 
(Dictated by Rev. King but translated and signed in his absence.) 

TLSr. NAACPP-DLC: Group I I I - A I ~ ~ .  

To Richard Bartlett Gregg 

I May 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King thanks G r e g  for his z April letter and praises his book, The Power of 
Nonviolence. When a second reuised edition was published in  1959, King provided 
the foreword. G r e g  responded on zo May.' 

Mr. Richard B. Gregg 
Forest Farm 
Jamaica, Vermont 

Dear Mr. Gregg: 

This is just a note to say how happy I was to receive your very kind letter. At 
present I am in the process of reading your book. I must say that it has been a 
most stimulating experience. The content is profound, the style very lucid and 
the general tone filled with lasting spiritual meaning. I don't know when I have 

244 I. See pp. 267-269 in this volume. 
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